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SUMMARY

Sport and physical activity play an important role in all areas of human life.
Physical activity has a positive effect on the adoption of healthy lifestyles; it
improves health and quality of life. Sport is the name for all physical activities that a
person performs for a variety of reasons. Some of those reasons include pastime,
development of the body, improvement of skills, competitive spirit, etc.

Unfortunately, today we are witnessing the increase in the professionalization of
sport so as to achieve superior results and material gain, in other words, the
Olympic spirit - “it is important to participate” is frequently being forgotten, and
thus the pressure on children and athletes is increased enchanting another motto “it
is important to win”.

Connection between politics and sports is a phenomenon which must be viewed
form a variety of aspects so that it could be better understood and explained. In this
paper, using the registered models, through various examples, description of the
connection between politics and sport will be investigated. During data collection
and analysis, the results of the study led to the conclusion that although sport is
essentially valuable and positive, nowadays there are more negative aspects to it
which are the result of efforts to gain more money, and thus turn sport into a
political malfeasance.
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INTRODUCTION

If we carefully examine the existing methods of sport's use for political
purposes, or how politics uses sport for some of its objectives, we find out the
undeniable fact - the ways and possibilities of such use of sport are numerous. It is
possible to set aside a certain number of characteristic features - models of sport's
use noting that these models were registered in the previous periods of modern
sport formation and development and that changes in society have lead to the
emergence of new ones. Regardless of different ideological basis of certain
policies, it is mutual to everyone that they want to use sport to promote their
goals. Therefore, they try to invest in sport some financial resources by which they
control the development concept of sport and its use, in the surroundings where
they exercise their power (Zivanovic et al, 2010).

There are a large number of scientific papers that have studied the
attitudes of different populations, including high school students attitudes as well.
However, although the connection between politics and sports is a theme and a
phenomenon that has always been in the focus there is a scarce number of papers
and studies researchingl this topic, with this category of subjects. Some of the
research and papers investingating the above-mentioned issues are following
ones:

Savi¢ and Stojiljkovic (2013) suggest that sport, politics and business
represent inextricable trinity from the ancient times and the organization of the
ancient Olympic Games. The reasons for organizing the ancient Olympic Games to
a much greater extent reflect the goals of politics and business, rather than
sporting spirit motives. This ancient heritage continued to "grow" through the
modern Olympic Games as well. This paper aims to chronologically present some
of the most striking examples of the connection between sports, politics and
business which show a continuous tendency of the politicians to achieve political
goals through sport, of the businessmen to make profit and in the end of the
athletes to gain fame for their virtuosity.

Stankovic and Bazic (2013) point to the complex process of political
socialization and claim that the interest in sport is triggered, developed and
changed by many factors, among which the most important are: family, peer
groups, various sports organizations and federations, major sporting events,
direct experience, etc. The aim of this study was to determine the quantitative and
qualitative differences in the attitudes of students on the relationd between
politics and sport. The reserch results show that there are statistically significant
differences in the attitudes of student athletes and student non athletes in the
perception of the relations between politics and sport. The largest differences
between these groups of students were found in their attitudes toward the scope
of the impact of the politics on sports, motives of the politicians to work in sports
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organizations, the impact of the political parties on the media and membership of
distinguished athletes in political parties.

Olympic Games, as a planetary phenomenon, occupy an important place in
a modern society. The aim of this study was to determine the possible
noppesnaTtuoH of politics and the Olympic Games. Entry and political interference
in sport, that is the struggle for political goals at the Olympic Games, has caused
much damage to the development of the Olympic Movement.

Mijatovic, Parc¢ina and Siljak (2013) suggest that sport during its historic
development has often reflected the economic, social and political dimensions of
society. Olympic Games, as a planetary phenomenon, occupying an important
place in modern society. The aim of this study was to determine the possible
interconnection of politics and the Olympics. Entry and political interference in
sport, and the struggle for political goals at the Olympics, has caused much
damage to the development of the Olympic Movement.

Dori¢ (2010) suggests that the politics is reflected in all segments of society
including sport as well. Special attention is devoted to the study of violence among
the audience at sporting events which the society has been facing sicne the ancient
times. There are located causal links between politics and hooliganism and
relevant examples are provided.

Kustec Lipicer and Maksmuti (2011) point to a time when there were no
relations between the politics and sport, whether it was a daily practice or
academic research approaches between the politics and sport. Nevertheless, today
it seems that in scientific research the former socialist sports superpowers are not
putting adequate attention to these relations and that they are often denied and
considered irrelevant. Based on the obtained results, the authors believe that the
differences between the relationship of politics as a struggle for power,
institutional structure and the concept of public action and sport have a crucial
impact on the future relationship characteristics of sport and politics.

Girginov and Hills (2009) have proven an association between major
international sports events and politics, united with the aim of promoting the
current political ideology and social policy. The London 2012 Olympic Games
were used to inspire the country to become more physically active and to tackle
wider social and economic issues such as exclusion, obesity and unemployment.

A correlation between politics and sport is now largely undisputed, but
there are differences in the perception of the manifestation of these links. Thus,
this research is an attempt to obtain further information and thus supplement the
overall picture of the researched phenomenon.
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The primary objective of this research is to gain new knowledge about the
perception of the phenomena discussed for certain groups of subjects and obtain
the appropriate conclusions resulting from it.

METHODS

Subjects

This research was conducted on a sample of 97 subjects - students of
secondary schools in Paracin and Cuprija. Surveyed subjects were the two classes
of students in the Technological school in Paracin and the two classes of students
of the Technical School in Cuprija. Surveyed subjects answers gave simultaniously
the answer to the question to what extent in two different cities and two different
classes there is awareness about the connection between politics and sport. The
first sample of the population was represented by the two classes of the first
grade of secondary schools students in both cities. Another population sample
were the two classes of fourth grade of secondary schools in both cities.

Procedure

In this study, measuring the degree of the awareness of students on the
connection between politics and sport was performed using an anonymous
questionnaire-survey. The survey referred to the general data and reviews as to
what extent subjects had already formed their opinions about the reality and the
possibility of politics connections with sport and vice versa. The survey consisted
of 25 questions, out of which six were open questions serving to provide
additional information on their attitudes where actually it was not possible to
formulate close type questions. Subjects were informed before the survey about
the goal of this research. Time for filling out the questionnaire was unlimited.

Statistical analysis

Based on the answers obtained in the survey systematization of responses
to questions was performed where the answers were given freely so as to bring
them to the common elements on the basis of which corresponding conclusions
were reached. Descriptive statistical methods were applied.

RESULTS

Survey results and discussion of subjects answers are represented by
corresponding graphs. The answers to those questions that are directly related to
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the research topic are presented, however, the informative questions related to
gender, school name, city, active sports participation and the like are not
presented.

Graph (1). Do you think that there is correlation between politics and sport?

Graph (1)

Total results obtained show that larger number of students thinks that
there is correlation between politics and sport.

Graph (2). Do you think that correlation between politics and sport is a
characteristic of modern sport?

Graph (2)

Total results obtained show that slightly larger number of students thinks
that correlation between politics and sport is a characteristic of modern sport.
Therefore, it can be concluded that that there is evidently expressed attitude that
the correlation between politics and sport is a decisive characteristic of modern
sport.
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Graph (3). Do you think that the correlation between politics and sport
existed earlier throughout history?

Graph (3)

The obtained results to this question show that the majority of students are
of the attitude that the correlation between politics and sport did not exist earlier
throughout history, or that these correlations or involving politics in sport were
not that much manifested.

Graph (4). To what extent is politics correlated to sport?

10 Graph (4)
2%

The subjects were posed a question of the extent of politics correlation to
sport and they were given a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 is the least correlation and
10 the greatest correlation. Total results obtained show that the students opted
for the answers where the largest correlation between politics and sport was
found in the clubs owners, while the inclusion of sponsors, athletes and fans is
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shown, but in somewhat smaller scale. Total results obtained show that larger
number of students thinks that in the correlation between politics and sport more
influence is exerted by politics on sport than vice versa.

Graph (5). In the developed countries having higher living standards as
compared to the countries having lower living standards
correlation between politics and sport is:

equally Graph (5)
prominent
28%

more
prominent
43%

less
prominent
29%

Total results obtained show that the largest number of students thinks that
the correlation between politics and sport is more prominent in the developed
countries having higher living standards.

Graph (6). In the correlation between politics and sport most active
participants are:

Graph (6 athletes
ph (6) 9%
politicians

21% coaches

9%

sponiors sports clubs
12% managers
20%
physicians sports clubs
fans 0% owners
3% 26%
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Graph (7). Whose influence is more prominent?

sport on Graph (7)

politics
18%
politics
on sport
82%

Graph (8). Do you think that it is possible for sport to exist without the
influence of the politics?

Graph (8)

Total results obtained show that more than 2/3 of the subjects think that
sport can exist without politics, while less than 1/3 of the subjects believe that
sport cannot exist without politics.

Graph (9). The presence of politicians in sports clubs is:

| do not have Graph (9)
an attitude .
. _ Thereis no
on this topic .
correlation
13% 5%
(]
Influence of
Influence of p\jutual politics on
sporton influence sport
pO“tiCS 23% 56%
3%
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Total results obtained show that the majority of the subjects (more than
half of them) have opted for the answer that the presence of politicians in sports
clubs characterizes the influence of politics on sport.

Graph (10). The presence of politicians in sports clubs is according to your

opinion:
| do not Graph (10)
have an
attitude on Acceptable
this topic 22%
31%
Unacceptab
le
47%

Total results obtained show that almost half of the subjects think that the
presence of politicians in sport is unacceptable, while the other half mainly does
not express their attitude or thinks that this is unacceptable.

Graph (11). Membership of athletes in the political parties represents:

| do not Graph (11) Influence of

have an politics on
attitude on sport
this topic 28%

31%

Influence of

There is no sport on Mutual
correlation politics  influence
9% 12% 20%

Total results obtained show that larger number of students does not
express their opinion, or that they think that the membership of athletes in the
political parties characterizes the influence of politics on sport. Large number of
students does not express their opinion on this question, and smaller number of
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them thinks that it characterizes the influence of politics on sport, or that there is
no connection between them whatsoever.

Graph (12). Membership of athletes in the political parties is according to
your opinion:

I donothave  Graph (12)
an attitude on
this topic
30%

Acceptable
40%

Unacceptable
30%

Total results obtained show that students opinions are varied, that the
same number of students have formed the opinion that the membership of
athletes in the political parties is unacceptable or that have not formed any
opinion on this question, and there is somewhat larger number of students who
think that the membership of athletes in the political parties is acceptable.

Graph (13). Official receptions organized by the politicians for the athletes

represent:
| do not Graph (13)
have an
at;c]{tude on Influence
this topic of politics
23% .
There is no on sport
correlation 4%
4% Influence
Mutual of sport on
influence politics
26% 13%

Total results obtained show that the largest number of students thinks that
the official receptions organized by the politicians for the athletes represent a
direct influence of the politics on sport, and smaller number of students are of the
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opinion that the influence is mutual, or they do not have the attitude to this topic.
Small number of students thinks in this way sport is influencing the politics.

Graph (14). Official receptions organized by the politicians for the athletes

are according to your own opinion:

I do not have  Graph (14)
an attitude
on this topic

27%

Unacceptable
16%

Acceptable

57%

Total results obtained show that large number of students (more than half
of them) thinks that the official receptions organized by the politicians for the
athletes are acceptable. There are also students without the explicit attitude on
this topic and also those who do not consider this topic acceptable, but this

number is a negligible one.

Graph (15). The presence of politicians at the sports manifestations is:

I do not Graph (15) Influence
have an of politics
attitude on o on Sport
this topic 29%
20% There is no
correlation
11% Influence
Mutual of sport on
influence politics
23% 17%

Total results obtained show that students’ opinions are mainly varied. The
largest number of students thinks that the presence of politicians at the sports
manifestations is characterizing the influence of politics on sport, somewhat
smaller number of students is of the opinion that the influence is mutual, but there
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are also students who think this is the influence of sport on politics, there are also
students who have not formed any opinion on this question.

Graph (16). The presence of politicians at the sports manifestations is
according to your own opinion:

Idonothave Granh (16)
an attitude

on this topic
25%

Unacceptable
13%

Acceptable
62%

Total results obtained show that the largest number of students thinks that
the presence of politicians at the sports manifestations is acceptable as compared
to those who think this is an unacceptable phenomenon. There is a large number
of students who did not express their opinions, namely, almost one quarter of the
students have not formed any attitude towards this phenomenon.

DISCUSSION

The main objective of this study was to acquire knowledge about the
phenomena that represent the correlations between politics and sport, as well as
to examine the attitudes of certain populations and their perception of these links.

On the basis of the set objective, subjects and research tasks, as well as the
research results we can derive the following conclusions:

- The prevailing attitude is that there are correlations between politics and
sports (based on subjects' answers to the survey questions no. 1, no. 4), whereby
subjects consider it to be one of the hallmarks of modern sport (answers to
question no. 2), but that during history politics did not so much influenced sport
as it is influencing it nowadays (answer to the question no. 3). Also, the subjects
consider that this relationship is more pronounced in countries with higher
economic standards (answers to question no. 5) and that the existence of sport is
possible without the involvement of politics (answers to the question no. 8).

- The prevailing attitude is that politics exerts influence on sport (based on
the subjects’ answers to the survey question no. 7), and that to this mostly
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contributes the managerial staff of the clubs - club owners, club managers and
politicians (answers to questions no. 6, no. 9).

- Attitudes are divided or they are not formed regarding the involvement of
politicians in clubs and sports events as well as the participation of the athletes in
the activities of political parties (based on the subjects’ answers to the survey
questions 10-16), with the subjects being more tolerant to and more accepting
the participation of athletes in politics and events related to politics, than the
participation of politicians in most of the events that are related to sports.

CONCLUSION

Based on the obtained research results it can be concluded that the subjects
in this study have the perception of the fact that politics and sport are correlated,
that they are mutually connected and influenced, which leads to the conclusion
that although sport is basically valuable and positive, nowadays it is burdened
with numerous negative phenomena. This is the result of the pursuit of a greater
income and in this way sport becomes more and more abused. Results of this
study are consistent with the results obtained in similar studies suggesting that
there is a connection between politics and sport although it is constantly
emphasized that politis should not be present and should not interfere in sport.
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OTHOWEHHME BY30BCKHUX YHEHUKOB I10 OTHOIIEHHWIO
[TIOJIMTUKHU U CIIOPTA

PE3IOME

CnopT ¥ ¢usHyeckas aKTUBHOCTb UIpalOT BaKHYI0 POJIb BO BCeX 06JIaCTAX
yesioBe4eCKoH >KU3HU. Pu3nyeckas aKTHUBHOCTb OKa3bIBA€T IOJIOKUTEJIbHOE
BJMSAHME Ha YTBEPXKAEHUM 3/0POBOro 00pasa KU3HH, yJydllaeT 3J0pPOBbe HU
KayecTBO *HU3HU. CHOPT 3TO UMs /A BceX GU3MUECKUX MEPONPUATUH, KOTOpbIe
YyesIOBEK BBINOJIHAET IO PA3JMYHBIM NpHYMHAM. HekoTopble M3 3THX NPHYMUH
OTHOCATCA K  BPEMSINPENPOBOXK/JEHHUIO,  TeJIOCJOXKEHHI0,  MOBbILIEHUIO
KBaJIMPUKALMH, CODEBHOBATENbHOMY AYXY, U T.[,.

K coxanenuio, cerofHs Mbl HaGJI0fiaeM yBeJHYeHHe NpPodecCHOHANTN3aLUN
CIOpPTa, C T€M, YTOOBI JJOCTHYb BBICOKHUX Pe3yJbTaTOB M MaTepUaJbHYI0 BBITOAY,
JPYyTMMHU CJIOBaMH{, OJIUMIIMMCKUNA AyX - "BakHOe ydacTHe" JacTo 3abblBaeTcs, a
YBEJUUYMBAETCsl [JaBJIEHHE K JIeTIM U CIIOPTCMEHAM C HOBBIM JIO3YHI'OM "BaXKHO
no6eauTn".

CB3b MNOJUTUKU U CHOPTAa SIBJIEHHE KOTOPOE MOXHO pacMaTpuBaTh C
Pa3J/IMYHbBIX ACIEKTOB YTOOBI MOTJIU JIyUllle €€ MIOHATh U 06SCHUTD. B 3TOM cTaTe Ha
OCHOBAaHHMHM OTMEYEHHbIX MOJieJiedl U pas/MYHbIX NPUMEpPOB OMUCUBAETCS CBSA3b
HOJIMTHUKH U CIIOPTa

KirodeBble cj10Ba: CIIOPT, NNOJINTUKA, Y4€HUKHU

CTABOBH CPEJIHOIIKOJIALIA O BESAMA ITIOJIMTHUKE U
CIIOPTA

CAXKETAK

CrnopT ¥ pU3NYKa aKTUBHOCT MMajy BaXKHY yJIOTY Yy CBUM MOAPYYjUMa JbYJCKOT
xuBoTa. PU3MYKAa aKTUBHOCT MO3UTHBHO YTHYE HA YCBajatbe 3/paBOr HavyMHA
’KUBOTa, yHanpehyje 3paB/be U KBaJUTET KUBOTa. CIOPTOM Ha3WBaMo GpU3UUYKe
aKTHBHOCTH KOje YOBEK M3BOJAM M3 PA3JUUYUTHX passiora. Heku of paszsiora mMory
6UTH pa30HO/a, pa3BHjaibe Tesa, MOGO/blIatbe CIOCOGHOCTH, TAKMUYAPCKU [YX
UT/,

Ha »xasoct, manac cmo cBezionu cBe Behe mpodecronanuzaiuje cropra ca
[[M/bEM MOCTH3alba BPXYHCKOT pe3yJsiTaTa U MaTepujaiHe JO0OUTH, OJHOCHO CBe ce
yenthe 3a6opaB/ba JyX OJIMMIK3Ma ,BaKHO je ydecTBoBaTH'', a moBehaBa ce
NPUTHUCAK Ha ey U CIIOPTUCTE C MOPYKOM ,BAXKHO je mobeautu' .

[ToBe3aHOCT MOJIMTUKE U CIIOPTA je MojaBa KOjy MOpaMo MOoCMaTpaTH ca BHIle
acmekaTa Kako 06U je mTo 60/be pasymMesad U o6jacHWU/IK. Y 0BOM paiy ce momohy
PerucTpoBaHUX MOJiesa, KPo3 pasjuYUTHUX [PHUMepa, OMKCAa0 HAaYUH MOBE3aHOCTH
noJuTuke M crnopra. TOKOM TNpUKyIUbakba U 06pajie MojaTaka, Ha OCHOBY
JI06HjeHUX pe3yJiTaTa y UCTPaXKMBakby JOLLIO Ce JI0 3aK/bydKa Jia HaKo je CIIOpPT y
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OCHOBHU Bpe€/JiaH U NO3UTHUBAH, JaHAC je Yy beMy BULIE€ HETAaTHUBHHUX CTBapU KOje cy

HoCJIeILA HAaCTOjama Jla ce 0OCTBApH IITO Behn MpUxoz, U Aa je HA Taj HAYMH CIIOPT
IIOCTAO I0Jbe NMOJUTHYKe MaJBep3aliyje.

K/by4yHe pedu: CropT, NOJIUTHKA, yYEHUIU
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